[The production of immunomodulating polypeptides by the thymus during its acute (accidental) involution in children].
The content of the thymalin polypeptides in the thymus is studied in the course of the 1st to 4th stages of the acute thymus involution in children dying from noninfectious and infectious disease. The results obtained were compared to the level of the circulating thymic factor and the number of T- and 'O' lymphocytes in the circulating blood of children with identical diseases and control group of the same age. It is concluded that the acute involution of the thymus in children with non-infectious and acute infectious diseases results in the progressive decrease of the production by the thymus of the immunomodulating polypeptides (thymic hormones) which is restored in the period of recovery.